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On the weekend of September 12, several Braswellian s met up in San 
Antonio for another amazing concert and many more fo nd memories. 

Thanks to everyone who made the weekend an unforget table one, 
and thanks to all who provided comments and photos for this edition 

of the Braswellian Star . 
 

My love and gratitude go out to Julia, Cherie and S erena for the 
instrumental role they played in the editing proces s.   

 
Love, 

Doreen 

� �

In this issue: 

 
 

Donald performing at the 
Place for Life for 
SAMMinistries on 

September 13. 
 

Photo by Serena (VA) 
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I live in Portugal but still 
manage to get British 

television, so at the moment 
we are watching America 
has got talent, so this is 
how I got to hear about 

Donald…  
 

He moved me from the 
moment I saw him and 

heard his story. I think he is 
truly amazing an inspiration 
to many, I have just ordered 
his album and can’t wait to 

hear it…  
 

I look forward to being a 
member and spreading the 

word in Europe about 
Donald. 

 
~Mandy 

�

Thank you for the warm welcome into the Donald Braswell Fan  Club, I was 
more than happy to find that one existed…  

  
To Donald.  Where does one start?  I have been watc hing AGT and BGT,  
X Factor, Idol, etc. since they started, but no-one  has had the emotional 
impact upon me that listening to Donald sing those romantic ballads on 
AGT has had.  I was gutted when he was not in the T op 40, and delighted 
(and not surprised) to find the public voted him ba ck on the “wild card”, 

so I could watch him some more. 
  

Not only does he have a wonderful, what I call “dark  brown” tenor voice, 
but he puts his heart and soul into everything he s ings, you can see the 
passion on his face, the tenderness in his eyes…and he has great stage 
presence.  I was sorry to read that he had that awf ul accident whilst in 

Wales, here in the UK, but I am a great believer in  that things happen for a 
reason, and who knows, this event probably spurred him onto bigger and 

greater things in his life…  
  

I hope one day he will come to England do some conc erts for us, I’m sure 
I’m not the only one here who would turn up! 

   
~Yvonne, aka “Cheyenne” 
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Because you were kind enough to send me info on  Donald Braswell’s concert in Kerrville, TX, I wante d 
to reciprocate by saying my wife, I and two other c ouples did go to the concert.  It was a very entert aining 

experience for all of us.  Mr. Braswell’s operatic voice is one of the best we have ever heard.  I spe ak for all of 
us when I say we have seen and heard some of the be st opera has to offer, including Luciano Pavarotti and 

José Carreras.  We are huge opera fans but enjoyed every second of Mr. Braswell’s rendition of more mo dern 
pieces.  He is truly the best entertainer of today his voice un-surpassed.  The women in our group wer e 

infatuated with his good looks as well.  After the concert we met and thanked him for one of the best shows 
we have ever seen, the ladies got signed CDs which they treasure.  He is a friendly and gracious man. 

 
We are big PBS supporters, I ordered Mr. Braswell’s  DVD and CD several months ago, and we contribute t o 

PBS once a year.  We decided to contribute early by  ordering Braswell’s DVD and CD.  They arrived two days 
before we left on our RV trip to Albuquerque, NM. I  was thrilled to have them in time to take with me.   There 

were over thirty RVs in the club that met us in Alb uquerque.  We give what is called RV block barbecue  
parties, ten families sponsor one week and ten the next week.  Each group must come up with some type 

entertainment for each event.  Our group won hands down, we played Mr. Braswell’s DVD on our small TV,  
and everyone was totally blown away by him.  Now he  has at least 60 or more new fans.  Everyone was in  
wonder at his magnificent voice and life story.  To ld everyone how to order his CD hope everyone will buy 

one.   I also told them how to find info on his upc oming events via fan club and his MySpace.  Thanks again 
for sending me info on the Kerrville concert. It wa s the highlight of our trip. 

 
~Keith (NC) 

� �



All Families Working Together Towards Hope  (Sept.  13, 2009) 
�

Concert  Program:  
 

RICK CAVENDER 
 

“All Shook Up” (Elvis) 
“Fools Such as I” (Elvis) 

“In Dreams” (Roy Orbison) 
“Serenity” (Rick Cavender) 

“Solamente otra vez” (Agustín Lara) 
“Can’t Take My Eyes Off of You” (Frankie Avalon) 

“Along for the Ride” (Rick Cavender) 
“Daylight in Marathon” (Rick Cavender) 

“I Saw God Today” (George Strait) 
“God Bless the U.S.A.” (Lee Greenwood) 

 
DONALD BRASWELL 

 
“The Climb” (Miley Cyrus) Duet with Sara  

“Vincerò, perderò” (Mario Frangoulis) 
“Danny Boy” (Traditional) 

“Nights in White Satin” (Justin Hayward/Mario Frangou lis) 
“Vivere/Dare to Live” (Andrea Bocelli, Laura Pausini ) Duet with Aria 

“Ennio” (Anthony Bazzani, Donald Braswell) 
“Look At Me” (Donald Braswell) 

“In Those Eyes” (Donald Braswell) 
“Unchained Melody” (Righteous Brothers) 

“You Raise Me Up” (Josh Groban) 
 

FINALE DUET WITH RICK AND DONALD 
 

“You’ve Got a Friend” (Carole King) 
 

�
 

Comments heard after the 
concert by a roving reporter: 
 
“What a night! Donald just keeps 
getting better and better!” 
 
“Donald was his normal awesome 
self, and I loved Rick [Cavender]’s 
performance too.  When he sang 
‘God Bless the U.S.A.’ and everyone 
stood up on cue, I got goose bumps 
just feeling the emotions in the 
room!” 
 
“It was a great idea for Donald to do 
the concert with Rick.  They 
complement each other really well, 
and even though I’m not usually a 
country/western fan, I really enjoyed 
Rick’s performance, especially how 
he was able to keep the audience 
rocking the whole time.” 
 
“I kept thinking back to what they 
said about Donald’s personality on 
AGT.  I wish those judges could see 
him now.  It’s not just how much 
passion he puts into his 
performances, but the tact with 
which he handles himself on stage 
when he’s not  singing.”  
 
“I love how he talked about his 
relationship with Julie.  Remember 
when he said that they’ve been together for 40 year s? That was so funny! Then he realized… ‘Wait…we haven’t  
been together that long!’” 
 
“Speaking of Julie, this was the first time I heard ‘In Those Eyes’, you know, the song that he wrote f or her.  
When I listened to that song, and saw how much he l oves Julie, I could just feel the tears coming down  because 
it was so passionate and emotional.” 
 
“His stage presence really is amazing.  He was just s o in his element, regardless of what he’s singing. The way 
he did ‘The Climb’ with the same drama that he sing s an operatic aria, you couldn’t even tell it was a  Disney 
song.” 
 
 
“There are songs that we’ve heard before, like ‘Unc hained Melody’ and ‘You Raise Me Up’, but I just lo ve how he  
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added new arrangements to them and the fact that he ’s so  dramatic – it’s like a new performance every time.   
And I love  how he got on his knees during ‘Unchained Melody’ – he really knocked that one of the park!” 
 

 
“You definitely need a strong classical 
background to be able to pull that song off!  
It’s tough doing the Righteous Brothers, and 
the way Donald pulled it off – man! It was 
amazing!  I hope he puts ‘Unchained Melody’ 
on his next album.  If Simon Cowell picks it up, 
it’ll go off the charts!” 
 
“We all know that no concert’s complete 
without ‘You Raise Me Up’.  That’s the first 
song we heard him sing, and it has a special 
meaning for us and for Donald.” 
 
“Even if it’s something he’s done before, it 
never stops moving you.  I’ve always loved 
‘Vincerò, perderò’ and the way he gets so into 
it.  Every time he sings, but especially with that 
song, the inside soul comes out and gives it 
his all.” 
 
“I’m so thrilled at how he continuously talks 
about the Braswellians.  When he made that 
tribute to us, about how we have the same 
mission as he does – doing good for the world 
– it really makes me proud to be with this 
group.”   

 
“Let’s not forget ‘Danny Boy’.  He said that so many  people have asked him to sing that song – I know m ost of us 
have asked him.  Man!  That was something else.  I don’t think there was a dry eye in the house when he sang 
that.  You can really tell he puts his heart and so ul into every single word he was singing.” 
 
“I wonder…If we keep bugging him about ‘The Impossib le Dream’, maybe one of these days he’ll do it!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Donald shows off his dramatic side at the concert. 
 

Photo by Kit (TX) 
�

 
 

Susanne (left) and Doreen (right) with Donald after  winning a 
dinner with him and Julie. 

 
Photo by Serena (VA)  

Businesses around the San 
Antonio area donated 

merchandise and services to 
SAMMinistries for a raffle 

during the concert to bring in 
more donations for the 

homeless. One top prize was a 
chance to dine with Donald 

and Julie at a local restaurant, 
and was won by Doreen and 

her guest Susanne. 
The other top prize was the 
use of an Audi convertible 

(graciously donated by Rick 
Cavender) for a weekend. This 

prize went to Sir Zack, a 
Braswellian knight. 

 
Congratulations to Doreen, 

Susanne and Zack!  
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Braswellian Bloopers by SUSANNE  
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Update: Doreen is  trainable!  I use this 
term loosely because she now knows 
that the bathroom mat belongs on the 
floor by the tub…making it less likely 
to slip when getting out.  However, 
there still is an issue on where 
bedding goes once you get into bed.  
She is still confused by the fact that 
the body is placed between the 
bottom sheet and the top sheet. The 
cleaning people have very little to do 
the next day as she is still on top of all 
this wrapped up in the bedspread. 
Perhaps next time we will tell the hotel 
they don’t have to put the sheets on, 
just supply a bedspread. That should 
reduce the rate of the room since they 
won’t have to wash her sheets! 
 
Some of you know that Serena likes 
inside temperatures to be Eskimo cold.  
We are talking about people wearing 
coats when they visit her in her hotel 
room.  When they rented a car in San 
Antonio, they discovered that the air 
conditioner was not working. This 

brought out the New York temper and they immediatel y decided to get a car that had everything working.  Being 
new to such a large city, getting lost is very comm on. When they finally found the Enterprise Rental a nd went in 
to exchange cars, they were told it was the Enterpr ise Truck Rental. Guess I don’t need to expound on how the 
New York temper escalated! 
 
Patty has a reputation for being late, so this time  she made an effort to be at the airport in plenty of time.  When 
she finally flagged down a wheelchair with someone pushing it, he seemed to be in another world. Patty  kept 
motioning for him to hurry up which was to no avail .  She wanted to check her bag but he was so slow t hey didn’t 
have time. Of course, she had packed things that wo uldn’t be allowed in a carry-on, so CSI (as she ref ers to them)  
confiscated her shampoo and other items she had 
packed.  She is supposed to be priority seating but  
as a result, was the last one on the plane in the l ast 
seat!  Then, when she arrived, the GPS was broken 
in her car and it was the last GPS available. 
Needless to say, she took the entire loop around th e 
city (over an hour) to pick up Marsha and get to th e 
restaurant where we were having dinner. We all try 
to keep tabs on her to make sure she has time to ge t 
to where she is going…obviously not the first time 
this has happened. 
 
 
Coming back from the concert, Doreen was reading 
the song list to Julia so she could post it on the 
board.  Cherie had copied down the songs as 
Donald was singing them and had written down UM. 
When Doreen was  
 
reading them to Julia, she got to UM and said, 
“ummmmm…..what is this?” To which Cherie 
responded, “Doreen, it is ‘Unchained Melody.’” 

 
 

Donald and Rick performing “You’ve Got a Friend”.  
 

Photo by Serena (VA) 
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Donald with the Braswellians after the concert.   
Back row: Patty (LV), Carol (TX), Pete (TX), Linda (TX), Janet (TX), 

Doreen (TX), Susanne (OH), Kit (TX), Serena (VA, hi dden) 
Front row: Cherie (CO), Marsha (TX), Donald (TX) 

 
Photo by Julie with Serena’s camera 
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Upcoming Events  
�

While we had some time before the concert, I asked Doreen if she could print my boarding pass. She got  out her 
computer, put it on her lap, signed on and asked me  what my confirmation number was.  I told her, and then she 
began to laugh. She said that she couldn’t print my  pass.  I asked her why and she just held up her co mputer and 
started waving it around.  It was then that I reali zed that she didn’t have a printer!  We ended up lau ghing so 
loudly that we woke Cherie up in the other room! 
  
Coming back from the concert we were asking each ot her what we thought about everything. Serena (with her 
Brooklyn accent) said that she was just in oar of h ow Donald spent so much time talking about the Bras wellians 
and how much we mean to him.  Confused, we asked, “ Oar, what is oar?”  Serena kept trying to explain wh en we 
realized that she meant that she was in awe! 
 
And finally, after a long day, on the way home from  the concert, Cherie (who does not own a cell phone  and 
therefore is cell phone challenged) received a phon e call.  Serena handed her the phone and Cherie kep t saying 
“Hello…hello? I can’t hear you, can you speak up?” Se rena then looked at her and said, “Um…Cherie? The 
phone’s upside down.”   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Co-Owner, Club Founder  Julia (NV) Co-Owner, President  Cherie (CO) 
Vice President, Tour Director Serena (VA) Club Historian, Site Moderator  Susanne (OH) 
San Antonio Regional Area Director Carol (TX) Security Director Pete (TX) 
Promotional Director Barbara (FL) Membership Director  Linda (TX) 
Promotional Assistants Beverly (ID) Joan (AL),  

Judy (OH), Marsha (TX), 
Pip (England) 

Newsletter Editor  Doreen (TX) 
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Feinsteins at Loews Regency  
New York City: Sept. 27, 2009, 8:30pm  

Donald is doing a show to benefit The Actors Fund 
at the famous Feinsteins in New York City!  Ticket 

prices are $60 for premium seating and $40 for 
general seating and can be purchased by calling 

212.339.4095. 

Covenant Reach Out Concert ,  
San Antonio, TX :  Oct 18, 2009, 3pm   

Donald is doing a benefit concert for the Covenant 
church. Donations of $20 per ticket are appreciated . 

211 Roleto Drive 
San Antonio, TX 78213        

210.342.5253 

The Two Tenors and a Soprano  
San Antonio, TX:  Oct 23, 2009, 7pm   

Donald is appearing  
with fellow tenor William Chapman and a 
soprano.  Ticket prices & location TBA.  

"Believe in Dreams"  
Dallas, TX:  Nov 4 & 5, 2009   

Composer Tim Janis  
has invited Donald to appear with him in Dallas on 
one of Janis’s concerts in his “Believe in Dreams” 

nationwide tour. Time & prices TBA. 

"Belie ve in Dreams" Carnegie Hall , New York City: Nov 27, 2009, 8pm   
Composer Tim Janis has invited Donald to appear wit h him on Janis’s  
concert at Carnegie Hall the day after Thanksgiving !  Ticket prices TBA  

and will go on sale in September at:  www.carnegieh all.org  
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