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July 15 was the one -year anniversary of Donald’s first appearance on 
AGT.  For many Braswellians, it also marked the annive rsary of our 

finding each other.  What started out as nothing mo re than a group of 
people who wanted to help a talented musician succe ed has become 
a family who loves each other unconditionally.  I d edicate this issue 

of the Braswellian Star  to each and every Braswellian who has 
impacted my life and the lives of so many others in  this club in more 

ways than you can imagine.  For this, you are all “ Stars”.  
 

As always, thanks to the Braswellians who submitted  reviews and 
photos, and also to my extraordinary colleagues Jul ia, Cherie and 
Serena for their suggestions and the role they play ed in the editing 

process.   
 

With love from the bottom of my heart, 
Doreen  

	 �

In this issue: Editor’s comments 
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Sir Bill being knighted by Dolores, a.k.a.  
“Queen Mum” in Kerrville.  Cherie reads the 

Proclamation. 
 

Photo by Judy (OH) 
�

 
 

Sir Dale proudly displays his  
Knighthood certification after being knighted in 

the Cailloux Theater. 
 

Photo by Serena (VA) 
�



Founder’s Focus 
�

 
 
July 15 th,2009, was the one-year anniversary of that incredi ble day on 
which Donald first appeared on America’s Got Talent , a day that had 
an enormous impact on me and changed my life comple tely when I 
ultimately became one of the proud owners of the Do nald Braswell 
Fan Club. To watch this courageous man face that ho stile, impatient 
crowd with such quiet dignity and deliver that stun ning performance 
of “You Raise Me Up” struck a chord deep within me an d I felt an 
overwhelming wish to do something to show my suppor t.  So I 
rushed to the NBC comment board to put my feelings into words.  It 
was wonderful to subsequently discover that I was n ot alone and that 
most of my fellow-Braswellians had reacted in the e xact same way to 
Donald during his appearances on the show: a mixtur e of awe at the 
talent of the man, anger at the injustice of the tr eatment he received 
from the crowd and judges, and an absolute determin ation to do 
anything possible to make sure he got the appreciat ion and 
recognition he so richly deserved. 
 

Exactly one year later, America’s Got Talent  is now airing in 
England (my homeland) as well as in many other coun tries, and it is 

wonderful to see these foreign viewers falling unde r Donald’s spell as they watch his audition, his 
elimination, his return as the Wildcard and his pro gress through the contest.  Their comments under 
the videos of his AGT performances on YouTube and on our Group’s message  board show that their 
feelings of admiration, coupled with outrage, exact ly mirror our own from last year when we in the USA  
first saw him.  His appeal is universal and transce nds nationality.  Donald has many new international  
fans now.  What started out as a small group of dev oted admirers in America has been expanded by 
people from Britain and Europe to Asia and The Midd le 
East, approximately forty-one countries so far.  We  
welcome all these new fans from across the globe wh o 
share in our love and admiration for this inspirati onal and 
talented man.  
 

Donald has come a very long way since that fateful 
audition.  Many of us have been with him right from  the 
beginning, watching with eager anticipation to see what 
the future has in store for this wonderful man.   W hat a lot 
he has achieved in the past twelve months, includin g his 
debut show in San Antonio; an appearance on a netwo rked 
TV show (TBN); the Detroit PBS test show that has 
resulted in a national special now planned for late r this 
year; a sell-out show at the Las Vegas Hilton; his 
appearance with the Kerrville Symphony last month, not to 
mention the fabulous concerts he and his family put  on 
regularly for the SAMMinistries in San Antonio to h elp 
raise funds for the homeless.   
 

There are some wonderful things in the pipeline now  
that will surely make Donald Braswell a household n ame before another year has passed.  As his star 
continues to rise, we plan to stick to him like glu e and give him as much support and encouragement 
as we possibly can along the way. 

 
 This is just the beginning of amazing things that a re coming soon for Donald Braswell and for our 

Fan Club.    
�

 
 

Julia (NV), Fan Club Founder 
and Co-Owner 

+�

 
 

A bit of reminiscing:  
Donald’s first audition 

 
Photo from NBC 



AGT: A British Perspective by PIP (UK)  
 
 
 
 
 
Here goes with some impressions of AGT from across the pond. 
 

We are trailing some way behind over here and are o nly now seeing your 2008 contest. I only 
discovered this [fan club] because I was searching YouTube for more performances by Donald.  
Having seen him, I had to hear and find out more! O h happy days!  His album could be downloaded 
from iTunes allowing me a wonderful trip down memor y lane as it contained so many songs I have 
grown up with. 
 

I have to say I was less than happy to see his AGT journey and how it almost ended. 
 

I was spellbound from the very first time I heard h im as he shut out the audience reaction to 
complete a superb rendition of “You Raise Me Up”. It was a truly heartfelt performance and that got me 
hooked (I am also a huge Josh Groban fan)! Donald h as a superb voice and that ability to make the 
listener feel his emotions. His background story ab out his fight back to follow his dream is really 
inspirational, and he comes across as a genuinely n ice family man. 

 
“Music of the Night” from Phantom of the Opera  is just a magnificent performance; it really gives  

me the chills every time I hear it. I am fortunate enough to have seen Phantom  on stage a few times, 
and for me this ranks right up there with the best of them. It would be wonderful to see Donald play t he 
role of Phantom one day. 

 
Having watched and re-watched Donald’s wonderful pe rformances on YouTube, I could barely 

contain my outrage at some of our judges’ unpleasan t patronising comments; some were just plain 
embarrassing. In fact I am playing them now as I ty pe these few thoughts and getting even more 
irritated by the comment “Is nice  enough?”  Well, clearly a lot of us think so!! 

 
Moving on to the TV show which is currently airing here, we 

are watching the Top 40 performances at the moment and I was 
beside myself this week watching the utter drivel t hat got to 
make it through knowing that Donald had not made th e cut – 
this is what prompted me to air some of my feelings  about the 
show as it seems a lot of us have a similar perspec tive.  We 
have not seen the Wildcard show here yet so I am im patiently 
awaiting Donald’s return. 
 

Britain’s Got Talent  only aired here a short while ago, and I 
know a lot of you will have seen the phenomenon of Susan 
Boyle’s audition. The British press seems to deligh t in building 
people up on to a pedestal to knock them down flat!  Both 
shows take a similar format and share Piers as a ju dge along 
with a female actress and Simon Cowell in the UK. I t always 
seems to us that the acts are only really intereste d in what 
Simon has to say. Another observation from both sho ws is that 
some truly dreadful acts are put through over some genuinely 
talented people. I can only imagine that this is do ne to attempt 

to make it more entertaining TV – as there are plen ty who enjoy watching people make total fools of 
themselves. 
 

I do wonder how much the judges’ comments influence  the final outcomes. Personally I know the 
instant I hear something/someone that I like, it ha s to reach me emotionally. There is a vast differen ce 
to me between someone who can carry a tune and some one who is able to make their audience feel 
their performance. This is not just true of singers  but all musicians and I am always drawn to those  
 

, �

 
 

Pip, British Braswellian 



Symphony of the Hills: Braswellians’ Observations 

 
who really make me feel something – then I find mys elf returning for a “fix” which is where I started 
searching YouTube for more of Donald’s performances . 

I certainly hope that Donald’s experience in Wales has not put him off our little island and that at 
some point we will be fortunate enough to get the o pportunity to hear him sing live. Not too far from 
me is Birmingham Symphony Hall, the most acoustical ly perfect venue in the whole country. In the 
meantime I will enjoy reading all the reports on th e fan site and exchanging messages and emails with 
such a friendly bunch of people. �����
��������������������������������

�

�
�

�
�
Concert Synopsis 
by SERENA (VA) 
 
There is only one word to describe the concert at t he Symphony of the Hills in Kerrville.  That word i s 
MAGNIFICENT!!  Donald was in his element on that st age with a sold out audience and numerous 
standing ovations!  He was elegant standing there i n his tails singing opera with an orchestra and no 
mike, WOW!  At intermission, people were talking al l about his beautiful voice and stage presence and 

they were just as much in awe of him as we are.  I 
looked forward for a long time to this moment 
with him singing with an orchestra as many of us 
have, and it was like a dream coming true. 
 
      Everyone involved with this production rolled  
out the red carpet for the Braswellians.  They 
blocked out special seating for us, had 
photographers lined up to take photos of us with 
Donald, and made us feel very special when they 
announced us at the beginning of the program 
and asked us to stand up and take a bow.  The 
pride that we all felt was far beyond anything I 
could have ever imagined, and it was a feeling 
that not only was Donald on a journey but we 
Braswellians are also on that same journey!  A 
special thank you to Julie, for without her this 
would never have been possible.  “Impossible 
Dreams” do come true ���

- �

 
A huge thank-you goes out to Richard Kinas and all the staff at the Symphony of the Hills for their 

remarkable hospitality towards the Braswellians bef ore and during the concert!  They reserved seats fo r us, 
organized an elegant pre-concert dinner for us at a beautiful hilltop restaurant, and even formally 

introduced us to the audience before the concert. 
 

Thanks also to photographer James Adams, who took n umerous professional photos of the Braswellians as 
well as on-stage shots of Donald.  Mr. Adams has gr aciously provided these photos for use by the Fan C lub.  

 

 
 

Donald, comfortably “in his element” with the  
Symphony of the Hills.   

 
Photo by Serena 



 

 
A More Detailed Description of the Weekend 
by NEVA (NV) 

At last!  The big day to leave for Texas arrived!  I had never joined a fan club and never gone out of  
town for one big event my whole life!  Now I have…  Kerrville, here we come!  
 
 …The lobby of our hotel, the Y O Ranch, was crowded  with an event taking place and a busy front 
desk…Other fans gradually arrived and we started fil ling every seat in the lobby.  I saw Doreen and 
introduced myself.  Doreen turned to Cherie and Ser ena and said to them, “What did I tell you? Neva is 
neon red!”  Our Miss Doreen sees color when she hear s a voice!  Finally after being assigned rooms 
near each other, we went to find them…Dinner was at the on-site restaurant where we enjoyed meeting 
and greeting the new and old friends of the club.  We lingered at the tables until the waiters hinted they 
were closing by presenting our checks after they ha d cleared most things away.  Adjourning to the 
lobby, we rearranged the seating, and continued our  visiting until late—and some had 
“Bushwackers”.  Breakfast the next morning would be a t 8 AM for those who wanted. 

On Saturday our first group arrived in the restaura nt at 8 AM and as more arrive, more tables were 
added.  It was pleasant to be with such a good grou p eating, chatting and popping around taking  

 
 

Donald with the Braswellians before the concert. 
 

Front row: Marsha (TX), Vivian (AR), Patty (NV), Do lores (CA) 
Second row: Susanne (OH), Serena (VA), Donald (TX),  Terry (AR), Joyce (TX), Teri (TX) 

Third row: Beverly (ID), Cherie (CO), Linda (TX), H elen (TX), Kit (TX) 
Fourth row: Harriett (SC), Janet (TX), Lila (TX), D ale (TX), Neva (NV), Gertrude (TX), Norman (TX) 

Fifth row: Bill (OH), Judy (OH) 
Top row: Michele (TX), Doreen (TX), Pete (TX) 

 
Photo by James Adams 

. �



�
 

Donald during the “Pops” portion of the concert.  
 

Photo by Serena 

 
photos.  Patty and Diane came in as we finished and  
Judy, Bill and I stayed to visit with them while ot hers 
went to do errands.     

Four o’clock had been set to meet in the lobby and 
then proceed to the Pinnacle Grill at Comanche Trac e for 
our dinner.  This is on top of a hill with gorgeous  views 
of the countryside on golf course property.  Everyo ne 
looked so “spiffy” dressed up, and my salmon was 
delicious!  Such a wonderful occasion arranged for us 
ahead of time.   After finishing our dinner, we loa ded into 
cars for the trip to the Kathleen Cailloux Theater where 
the concert would be held.   

At 6:30PM, the fans were to assemble on the lovely 
staircase of the theater for a professional photogr apher 
to take a series of photos, with and without Donald  
Braswell in full black cutaway coat and trousers, w hite 
shirt, vest, tie and kerchief.   After this we had some time 
to meet and greet and then take our seats…   I was happy 
to be there and the view was fine and I could feel the air in a warm auditorium… The noise level of 
conversation increased and excitement was in the ai r as the seats filled and it became a full 
house.  Doreen had been chosen to present the yello w roses after the concert and had those at her feet  
and she had a camcorder in her hand.  Harriett was watching everything and everyone, and Judy on 
my right was talking with those around.  I met Kit’ s son and husband behind me.  An elderly gentleman 
came to the podium for the introductory comments an d to honor some retiring board members of their 
Theater Society.  Little did I know, he also introd uced our Donald Braswell Fan Club and we stood to 
cheers and applause as we waved to the crowd.  What  a surprising moment!  What an honor for the 
Donald Braswell Fan Club!  Ah, time for the concert .  

When Donald was singing a very fast classical 
selection, I kept thinking of the old county piece,  
“The Auctioneer”, where one wonders when a 
breath will be taken?   Donald’s band was in the pi t 
in front of the stage.  That staging was raised for  the 
second half with Donald joining his band right in 
front of us.  I have attended two concerts featurin g 
Donald.   At the Las Vegas Hilton, I viewed the sta ge 
second row center front sitting among the Fan Club 
members.  The house was sold out except some far 
seats in upper level.  There was no stage dressing,  
no scenic props and no flowers or plants—a black 
box, so to speak.  The curtains were dark and when 
Donald came bounding out it was up to him to be 
the announcer, singer and manage the 
program… Musically, Donald was wonderful and 
surprised us with impressions of former Hilton 
stars.  When he performed his rendition of Elvis’s 
“Blue Suede Shoes”, he left us “All Shook Up”!...We 
certainly were entertained!....The Kerrville concer t 
had a more intimate atmosphere with a home crowd 

and his adoring Fan Club.  It also had a full symph ony, strings and his band to put Donald in his 
element.   Donald’s performance was magnificent sho wcasing his range of voice and abilities.  Superb!  

 
 

View from the hilltop restaurant, the 
Pinnacle Grill at Comanche Trace. 

 
Photo by Doreen 
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Neva (right) and Harriett (center right) with 
Adrienne and Don Sr. (Donald’s sister and 

father) after the concert. 
 

Photo by Judy  
 

 
 On Sunday, those who were available met for one la st breakfast at the Y O Ranch.  Another time to 
work on our friendships and take a few more picture s!  For me, I still needed to pack before check out  
and be ready to travel to Boerne to meet the Braswe ll family for lunch at the Longhorn Café. Lunch was  
such a casual, great fun time and a big treat for F an Club members.  Thank you to the Braswells!  All 
too soon, time was getting later and later, and sev eral of us had 4 PM takeoffs.  We finally convinced  
Doreen it was time to go.   My flight home was good  and it has been hard to come down to Mother 
Earth after being in those upper regions of Donald’ s music and the Fan Club members.   I still hold th e 
warm, comfortable feeling of having attended a very  
wonderful family reunion.  Braswellians have a spec ial 
place in my heart always!  Thanks to all who made 
arrangements, drove vans and kept us up to date.    

With my love for the Kodak memories!  

Discoveries During the Concert 
by HARRIETT (SC)   

To be a part of something larger than oneself—
something so wonderful as to defy description with 
ordinary words—that was this Donald Braswell concert  
and the weekend that accompanied it. Being with the  
other Braswellians certainly did much to enhance th e 
sense of wonder I felt and the excitement at being 
introduced to the audience. What a gift to be on th is 
wonderful journey with Donald as the world begins t o 
discover what we already know! I feel very blessed to be 
a Braswellian. 
 

In keeping with this theme of discovery and wonder,  
I would like to talk about what a joy it was for me  to 
observe the reactions of others around us at the co ncert. 
I first noticed the dynamics at work in the audienc e at Donald’s North Carolina concert back in March.  
As Donald began to perform, he “had them” at the firs t note and kept them in a state of awe throughout 
the whole program. Lots of those folks did not know  of him, nor did they anticipate the treat they’d b e 
in for. The same thing was at work during the Kerrv ille concert, but in this case lots of folks did  know 
what they were about to hear. In spite of that fact , I observed the same phenomenon as I did among the  
audience in NC—as soon as Donald began to sing, jaws  dropped, people nudged their friends in the 
next seat, heads began to nod, etc. Even though the y knew of Donald and his talent, they couldn’t help  
but be amazed at hearing him in person.  
 

At Kerrville Donald gave an exquisite performance w ith a full orchestra, which added another 
dimension to what we’ve seen from him before. The o rchestra gave outstanding accompaniment and 
complement to the classical part of Donald’s show, with all members observing the usual decorum and 
seriousness of mood one expects of an orchestra. Bu t it was when Donald stepped to the apron of the 
stage to perform with his band that I observed the change in mood and attitude among the  
orchestra members. They had heard his wonderful ten or in rehearsals, and I’m sure had been 
impressed. But, we all know there is a difference w hen Donald works before a live crowd. Smiles broke 
out among orchestra members at various points, and during “Beyond the Sea” they actually caught 
Donald’s sense of fun.  They nodded to each other a nd seemed to become a part of the audience. Their 
appreciation was evident to see, as they applauded enthusiastically! Donald’s mastery of his audience 
was complete! 
 

      To sum up, being a part of others’ discovery of Donald and his talent is a truly amazing thing. I t 
is so much fun to answer questions from folks who h ave never seen or heard him and feel as though I 
am aiding Donald’s career in some small way. Thanks  to everyone who shared this wonderful weekend 
with me, but most of all, thank you to Donald for a  magical evening once again! 
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Musical Commentaries: a 
Conversation 
by JUDY and BILL (OH) 

The Symphony of the Hills 
provided us some unexpected 
pleasures as our musical tastes 
typically lean toward country, old-
time rock-n-roll, and gospel.  
Even knowing that Donald 
Braswell never gives a bad 
performance, we had still been a 
little hesitant about traveling 2500 
miles round trip to listen to opera, 
but are we ever glad we were 
persuaded to do so! 
 
Bill: I thought Donald was great!  I 
enjoyed the concert and had a 
great time.  What more is there to 
say? 
 
Judy: Are you kidding?  Donald, 
Donald, Donald, how do I love thy 
voice?  Let me count the genres:  
inspirational, gospel, Broadway, 

classical crossover, romantic standards, old time r ock & roll, soul, classical, and opera.  His variet y is 
unending and his dimension never ceases to surprise . 
 
Bill: This was actually the first symphony pops con cert I’d ever attended.  While the evening’s progra m 
listed a wide variety of music, I planned to just g et through the first selections – the classical por tion – 
until the more familiar songs were performed, but o nce again Donald Braswell surprised me by making 
even opera arias listener-friendly!  He explained e nough about the meaning of each piece to allow me 
to understand what the song was about even though i t was in a foreign language, and this made all the 
difference. 
 
Judy: I was overexposed to classical music as a chi ld and matured into a reverse snob on the subject, 
avoiding opportunities to be reintroduced; but that ’s no longer the case.  In formal dress, Donald 
looked like royalty standing on that stage, and whe n he began singing, he ruled indeed.  His depth and  
passion conveyed the emotions so forcefully and cle arly that I was drawn into the soul of each song 
and found myself being swept away, absorbed in ever y note, every gesture, every nuance of feeling, 
and every expression.  It didn’t even matter that I  didn’t understand the words. 
 
Bill:  Looking at the program, I was disappointed t hat “Change is Gonna Come” wasn’t listed, but was 
very happy when Donald added it as an encore.  He s hould always include that one. 
 
Judy:  Between the opera arias and the encore, Dona ld sang a great variety of music including 
“Vincerò, Perderò”, “Unchained Melody”, “Beyond the Sea ”, and of course, “You Raise Me Up”.  In 
addition, his sister, Adrienne, performed a mesmeri zing version of “Summertime”. 
 
Bill: After the concert, there was one more surpris e for me:  I was the subject of a knighting ceremon y, 
and am now officially a Braswellian Knight, Sir Bil l.  Judy does not opt to use my title in addressing  me.  
When I asked her about it, she smiled and said, “Not  in this lifetime.”  
 

 

 
 

Donald speaks to the audience while conductor Jay B . Dunnahoo 
and other orchestra members watch from behind. 

 
Photo by James Adams 
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Kerrville Kwips: the Lighter Side of Life by SUSANNE (OH)  
 
 

 
�
 
Serena suggested that those of us who were arriving  on earlier flights should meet Patty at the 
Enterprise location where she was going to rent a v an to take us to the hotel.  The only problem was 
that there was only an Enterprise sign at the termi nal and no longer a rental. Then the question becam e, 
do we meet at the sign or take the shuttle to the E nterprise location? After much confusion, we 
rounded up all the travelers and were on our way to  Kerrville. 
 
Richard Kinas of the Symphony requested that 
Doreen present the flowers to Donald on stage, 
to honor her for the article which was published 
in the program.  She was instructed to go up the 
stairs on the side of the stage where she had to 
dodge the podium and the baby grand piano 
with Anthony (Donald’s music director).  There 
was concern that she might have to jump the 
orchestra pit too, to do the presentation, but 
luckily they had raised it by then. 
 
Donald’s children always seem to have a good 
time after the concerts roaming around, talking 
with people and just doing typical kids things.  
However, his youngest wanted to help sign 
autographs but when she realized that her dad 
was busy signing his name, she very carefully 
removed some of the leaves from the bouquet, 
signed “Donald br”, decorated the leaf with 
some baby’s breath and gave them to fans who 
were standing around.  I still have mine saved as 
something very special from a very special 
young lady. 
 
When we were graced with the presence of the family  the next day for lunch, everyone was engaged in 
conversation. Donald’s 11-year-old is very mature f or her age and was telling those around her about 
the Siamese cats whom they adopted (or adopted them ). During the middle of her story someone 
started to ask me a question, and she very politely  said, “I am trying to tell a story here” which 
immediately got everyone’s attention. 
 
As soon as the family arrived, Donald’s youngest da ughter noticed Doreen and went right to her.  She 
seemed to have taken a liking to Doreen (because th ey’re closer in age) and wanted to spend lunch 
with her rather than anyone else.  What was really cute was during the middle of all of this, she look ed 
up at Doreen and said, “I don’t remember your name.”  
  
And, of course, what would a trip be like without s omething that our youngest member did that never 
ceases to amaze us. We were rooming together, or at least I thought we were. When I got up in the 
middle of the night, I didn’t see Doreen in the bed  next to me.  There was only a huge pile of bedspre ad 
with a lump of something underneath it. When I call ed out for Doreen, there pops her head from 
somewhere under this pile of bedding. For those of you who don’t know, Doreen keeps her room at 
home at 85 degrees, so anything less than that is f reezing.  I noticed the next morning that the blanke t 
and sheets were still neatly tucked in and I asked her if she ever thought of getting in between them to 
stay warmer. “Oh, I didn’t know you were supposed to  do that!” 
 
These are just some of the incidences that make the se trips even more memorable. 

 
 

 
 

After successfully dodging the piano and the 
podium, Doreen presents Donald with the roses. 

 
Photo by James Adams 
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Upcoming Events  
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Co-Owner, Club Founder  Julia (NV) Co-Owner, President  Cherie (CO) 

Vice President, Tour Director Serena (VA) Club Historian, Site Moderator  Susanne (OH) 

San Antonio Regional Area Director Carol (TX) Security Director Pete (TX) 

Promotional Director Barbara (FL) Membership Director  Linda (TX) 

Promotional Assistants Joan (AL),  

Judy (OH) 

Newsletter Editor  Doreen (TX) 
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Fan Club Officers  
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Tim Janis:  
composer, conductor, musician  

 
Photo from www.timjanis.com 
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